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Non-violence the Supreme Law

Gandhiji was next asked in what relation his non-vio-
lence stood to the pacifist attitude, "which we Westerners
arc trying to adopt without much success." It seemed
strarjge to find ministers of religion asking Gandhiji, a
layman, to explain as to whether and how moral force
could make its impact; against the materialist world.

"In my opinion/' replied Gandhiji, c'non-violence
is not passivity in any shape or form. Non-violence, as I
understand it, is the activest force in the world. There-
fore, whether it is materialism or anything else, if non-
violence docs not provide an effective antidote, it is not the
active force of my conception. Or, to put it conversely, if
you bring me some conundrums that I cannot answer, I
would say my non-violence is still defective. Non-violence
is the supreme law. During my half a century of experience
I have not yet come across a situation when I had to say
that I was helpless, that I had no remedy in terms of non-
violence."

Tin Jews and Non-violence

"Take the question of the Jews on which I have
written. No Jew need feel helpless, if he takes to the non-
violent way. A friend, has written me a letter objecting
that in that article I have assumed that the Jews have been
violent. It is true that the Jews have not been actively
violent in their own persons. But they called down upon the
Germans the curses of mankind, and they wanted Ame-
rica and England to fight Germany on their behalf. If I
hit my adversary, that is of course violence, but to be
truly non-violent I must love him and pray for him even
when he hits me. The Jews have not been actively non-
violent, or in spite of the misdeeds of the dictators they
would say, 'We shall suffer at their hand; they knew no
better. But we shall suffer not in the manner in which they
want us to suffer.3 If even one Jew acted thus, he would
save his self-respect and leave an example which, if it
became infectious, would have the whole of Jewry and leave
a rich heritage to mankind besides.